
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SERVICE REGULATION 
BEFORE THE PUB!..fC SERYICE.COMMISSION ..-. ~.- 1 v,..O ny 

OF THE STATE OF MONTANA p;: V.1 • c. 0 

IN THE MATTER OF the Appllcath::m of ) 
UTiliTY SOLUTIONS, LLC to ) 
Implement Initial Rates and Charges ) 
for Water Servie<!ffl in its Elk Grove l 
Subdivision, Gallatin County, Montana ) 
Service Area ) 

IN THE MATTER OF the Application cf ) 
UTIUTY SOLUTIONS, LLC to ) 
Implement Initial Rates and Charges ) 
for W astewatar Services in its E1k ) 
Grove SubdMsion, Ga!latin County, ) 
Montana Service Area ) 

UTILITY ll!VISION~ ·~. V ·, 
• ·-··· • - -, -··· ' _,-, t, ~ 

DOCKET NO. 02005.11. Hl3 

consolidated with 

UTiliTY OIVlSION 

DOCKET NO. D-2005.11.164 

AMENDE.D APPLICATION 

COMES NOW Utility Solutlons, LLC, tt\e applicant in 1lle above-enlitled proceedings 

(hereinafter "Applicant" or "Utility Solutions"), and respacttully s!lQws the Commission as 

frnlows.: 

I. 

Appl[c,jnt is a Montana Limited Liability Company duly authorized and doing 

business in lila State of Montana as a pub!le utility in the Elk Grove Subdivision, Bozeman, 

Mcnb;ma. 

n. 

Applicant's full name and business address are Utlllty Solutions. LLC. P.O. Box 

10098, Bozeman, Montana 5!t719. 

IlL 

leR~:~y 

The following described Interim rate schedules for water and sewer seiVica in the Elk 

Grove Subdivision, copies of which are attached as Appendix A, are currently oo file with 

1 



the Commission and in effect for service by the Applicant: 

Interim Metercad Water Service 

Interim Flat Rate Sewer Service 

IV. 

The rate schedules attached as Appendix A are unreasonable and unjust as they do 

not penn it Utility Solutions to recover In the rates it charges its customers the cost of 

providlng ser~tice to those customers. 

v. 

Attached hereto as Appendix B are proposed new rate sch~utes for water and 

sewer service rendered by the Applicant: 

Metered Water Service 

Flat Rate Sewer Servl!::e 

VI. 

The proposed rates set forth in Appendix Bare reasonable and jufit as they permit 

the Applicant ID recover in the rates it is permi!l.ed to chaf'98 it$ customers the 4l0St of 

provkllng water and sewer seNice to those cUfitomers. 

VII. 

In support of this app~ication and in accordance with ARM 3!t5.101, et seq., Utility 

Solutions fites concurrently herewith statements and relate(! work papers prepared by its 

consultant, Sandfa Barrom. 

VIII. 

In support of this application Utility Solutions files. concurrently herewith the prefiled 

testimony of its consultant, Sandra Barrom. 
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IX. 

This application is submittsd in acoon::lance witb !he provision of Title 69, Chapter 2, 

and pursuant to !hose provisions Applicant is entitled to lhe relief sought herein. 

WHEREFORE, Applicant respectfully requests the following relief: 

1, Cancellation of !he rate schedules set forth in Appendix A and the substitulion 

therefore of the rate schedules set forth in Appendix B; 

2. Such other and further relief as to the Commission seems equitable and just. 

DATED this 29th day of June, 2009. 

By 

JA,1904-1 



Appendix A 

PubHc Service Comm.isfiion of Montana 

Utility Solutions Sheet No.1 
Canceling Sheet No. 

INTERIM METERED WATER SERVICE 

Availabi.liiy: For the Elk Grove Service Area Gallatin Cmmty, Montana fur all purposes except 
resale. 

J\ru:!licable to an residen:tial and small oommereial customers. 

Customer Charge ...................... u....................... $14.68/permo:nth 

Quantity Charge 
For all usage per 1000 gallons or :!i:aciion there oL.... ..... $1.644 

· The Customer Charge is applicable to all metered water service. It is a 
readiness to serve charge which is added to the charge computed at the 
Quantity Rates fur water used dnring the mm:rtb.. 

By: 

Commiosioo Approved: .Janno:ry 10,2006 
Docket No.: ])2005.11.163, Interim Ord•r No.li7D7 
Agenda No.: Ot>-01-10 

Effoetlvo for service rendered on or afOOr 
JannatylO,lD06 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

{;;... :._..::.... 9- se<reto:ry 



<~. \ 
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Appendix A 

Public Service Commission of Montana. 

Utility Solutions Sheet No.2 
Canceling Sheet No. 

WATER SERVICE 

Special Rules of Service Schedule R 

Consumer Deposits 
Any new customer or customer that has been previously been disconnected for non-payment will 
be charged a deposit of approximately twice the average monthly billing. This amount will be 
refunded when the customer has paid the bill on time for 12 months or upon termination of 
service. 

Unauthorized use of service . 
Unauthorired use of service is defined as any deliberate interference such as tampering with the 
Company' f!llllrter, connections, equipment, seals, procedure or records that result in a loss of 
revenue to the company. Unauthorized service is also defined as reconnection. of service that has 
been terminated, without the company's consent. 

Cost incurred to repair damage to company owned property installed on the customer's premise 
will be billed to the customer. 

Charges for unauthorized use of service will be: 
a. time, material and transportation costs used in investigation or surveillance. 
b. estimated charge for water 
c. on-premise time to correct situation. 
a.· costs incurred to repair company owned property if any damage. 

Recoonection of Service 
Water service disconnected fur unauthorized use of service shall not be reconnected until the 
customer :fi1rnishes satisfactory evidence of compliance with the company's roles and conditions 
of service and paid all outstanding service charges. 

Late pavment fee 
An accmmt having a balance left unpaid 30 days after the bill date is subject to a 1.0% late 
payment charge. 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY-DO NOT PRINT BilLOW THIS lJNE 

C:ommi~sion Approved: January 10, 21106 

PUBliC SERVICE COMMJSSION 

on or after 
• •u, aUVU 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

{:__ :_ ~ 9~ seCretary 



Appendix A 

Public Service CommissioliPWflM6ntana 

Utility Solutions Sheet No.1 
. Canceling Sheet No. 

INTERIM FLAT RATE WASTEWATER SERVICE 
ScheduleF 

Availability: For the Elk Grove Service Area Gallatin County, Montana for all purposes except 
resale. 

Awlicable to all residential and small commereial customers not provided service by 
meter. 

Residential 
Daycare 
Commercial 

. .................................. $ 53.79/permonth 

.......... ; ........................ $·80.10/permonlh 

................................ · ... $108.76/permonlh 

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY-DO Nm' PJUNTBRLOW TillS IJNE 

Commission Approved: Jannary 10, 2006 
Docket No.: D2005.11.164, Interim Order No. 6708 
Agenda Nu.: 06-lll-10 

PUBUC SERVICE COMM!SSION 

(Secretary) 

Effective for service rendered on or after 
January 10, 2006 

PUBLIC SERVICE COM.VHSSION 

a-_.__~ -9~ Secretary 



Appendix A 

r- Public Service Commission·ot.lVIontana · 

-.) 

. Utility Solutions Sheet No. 2 
Canceling Sheet No. 

WASTEWATER SERVICE 

Special Rules of Service ScheduleR 

Consumer Deposits 
Any new customer or customer that has been previously been disconnected for non-payment will 
be charged a deposit of approximately twice the average monthly billing; This amount will be 
refunded when the customer has paid the bill on time for 12 months or upon tennination of 
service. 

Unauthorized use of service 
Unauthorized use of service is defined as any deliberate interference such as tampering with the 
Company's meter, connections, equipment, seals, procedure or records that result in a loss of 
revenue to the company. Unauthorized service is also defined as reconnection of service tha~ has 
been terminated, without the company's consent. 

Cost incurred to repair damage to company owned property installed on the customer's premise 
will be billed to the customer. 

Charges for unauthorized use of service will be: 
a. time, material and transportation costs used in investigation or surveillance. 
b. estimated charge for wastewater 
c. on-premise time to correct situation. 
d. costs incurred to repair company owned properly if any damage. 

Reconnection of Service 
W astewate.r service disconnected for unauthorized use of service shall not be reconnected until 
the customer :futnishes satisfactory evidence of compliance with the company's rules and 
conditions of service and paid all outstanding service charges. 

Late payment fee 
An account having a balance left unpaid 30 days after the bill date is subject to a 1.0% late 
payment charge. 

Issued: -----c(D~;ne~) _t-+/--'-J-"-0+/_,7f>~6-'-(,-
FOR OffiCE USE ONLY -DO NOT PRlNT BELOW THIS LINE 

Co~mission Approved: January 10,2006 
Docket No.: D2005.11.164, Interim Order No. 6708 
Agenda o.: 

PUBUC SERVICE COMMlSSION 

EffeetY,;e ~e rendef'ed on or after 
a acy 10, 2006 

PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

~ ~ -.4-9~ Secretary 



AppenillxB 

Public Service Commissioa of Montana 

Utility Solutions, LLC SheetNo. l 
l"RrnsedSheetNo. l 

Carweling Origillal Slleet No, l 

METEREDWATERSERVII!!E 

A vaiiability: FGr the Elk Orove Service Area Gallatin CGunly, Mcnt:ana for all p~ except 
resale. 

CustrJmer Charge ... . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .•. . . $33.22/per nrontll 

Ouantity Qwtge 
Fm all usage per 1000 galkms or fulctio:m !here oL .. $5.327 

The Customer Charge is applicable to all metered warer setvire. It isa 
readiness to serve charge which is added to the clwg:e compntildat& 
Quantity Rates fur warer used d:nrlng tile moll'lh. 

T 

T 

I 

I 



AppendixB 

Public Service Commission ofMontana 

Utility Solutions, LLC 

Special Rules of Service 

Consruner Deposits 

SheetNo.2 
l" Revised $heetNo. 2 

Canceling Original SheetNo. 2 

WA'!'ERSERVICE 

T 

Any new cusromer will be charged a deposit of approximately twiee'the mrernge ll'lQlllhly billing. C 
This amount wiU be refunded when the customer has paid the hilton time fur 12 J'lll)rtlhs or upon 
temllnatioo ofserviee. 

~duse Qfsetviee 
Unautho:dzeduse ofsetviee is deftnedas <lilY deliberate inte~~®has tanlJ!~witli tbe 
Compl'!IJY'S meter, ~ectioos, equipment;; ,sea}sj procedure :or recl}~lil$1'e~lt :in'~ ross of 
revenoe to fue,compll,lly. Unautho:dzed .setviceis al!!O defined11S~te~l:i.otrof~ that has 
been· te111Dinaled, wilhollt tbe.,eompany' s consent. 

Cost i:mmr:red to repali' damage 10 company owned ,property irultalledoo 1he customer',~; premise 
v.ill be billed to fue customer. 

Charges fot:unatttllo:dzed.use·ofservicewillbe: 
a lime; material <lllilttansportruion costs used in :invesliglltion or Slll'lfemance. 
b. estimated ~e Jbr wnter 
c. on.,.premise timl:'t<H::orrectsib.tation 
d. costs inc!J!Ted io repair COl:ll)allY owned property ifany damage• 

Reco~on·qf.Seriiiee 

Water service disconaected fur unauthoriz.ed USe of service shall oot be.reconnected:until1he 
customer furnishes satisfiiDtory evidence of compllance wlththe coillPMy's rules and conditions 
of service and paid all .outstanding service chorges. 

tare P!!vmentfee 
An account having a balance left unpaid 30 days !lfier the llill ilate is subject 1tl a 1 ;0% late 
payment charge. 

(Cootinl!ed) 

Issnoo: {p /-30 hooq 
(Dale) j 

T 



AppendixB 

Public Service Commission of .Montana 

Special Rules of Service {C'{)ntinued) 

Spriruding 

WATERSERVICE 

Sheet No, 3 
Origina!SlieetNl:l. 3 

COlllpany will sp.;:ci£y 1he hnur:s and days during v.~ sprinldi:og V.iJ1bhepermi~anihVili 
publish .notioo.thereof.m newspapers at the stlifto.f ~. spri:olding•selil$!)n•<ltwhenever oonditions 
require a drange and will permanently poSt srith notice ·in itsJoi:al. .&me~ 

Tem!!Q!m Disconoeetion 
lf service bas been temporarily discon1inuoo at the customer's ttqllell4 a mc1li!Il!:JV1ionclml;ge of 
$ HlO.OO pet meter will be paid befute service is reconnected. 

Di~on!ReeoilllllCtion 
If service :has been disOO:nneeted fornon-payn:ient. a reconnection clim:ge of$1 IJO,OOpennetw 
will·be·pa.ilibeihre.s@rVjcr;l.Is·.mconneeted. 

PennmtentDisoo~n 
Cust0nrem who wiShttihave their watetservicep~ntlydiSQQmintled; will'~l::e!lpl)nsmle 
for any and .an oostsasoocimoo Wilh1he physicaldisconnectionofthe~etineimmthe 
utility's system. · 

MultiprelJsers 
In sifuations wllere more 1han one ttser is bemg.provided with water from a single service line, 

. with a single shut-off device controlling the water flow, and lfooy one or.moreoflbe water users 
either will not sign upfnr serVice ot will not pay fur that service, then fue responsibility JOT 

payment offutore W!lt(lt dmrges mqst be assl.li!'!ed by the property O\lr'!llltnnt:il srithrime as 1h.e 
pipi:og.ooniigurationhas been modifiedto provide oo individualshut"olfvalvefOTea¢h .. watef 
user in on:ler m prevent the service from being disconnected for non.gignup ·or non'"payment. 

(Continued} 

{Dore) 

N 

N 



AppendlxB 

Pubtic Service Com:missio:o. ofMontaua 

Utility Solutions, LLC 

Sl)ecial Rules of Service (Continued) 

Failure·to provide mvment 

WATE'R SERVICE 

Sb;eetNo.4 
Original SheetN<'l. 4 

Fml\lreto provide payment O£ satisfi!ctoxy m:nmgements fur payment may result intotai 
discontinrumceofservice even ·though one or more users may ]](jtbe in meats ·wlth·theit aceouut. 

Retum.ed,Chook fee 
A fee of $15.00 will he charged to any customer wiiD presents a clieck tlllit .is returned unpaid by 
the depository financial institution for any reason. 

Rdimds 
Customer bills or refunds that total $1.00 O£ Jess willnm be issued. 

N 

N 



AppendixB 

Public Service Commission of Montana 

Utility Solutions, LLC Sheet No.1 
l" Revised Sheet No. I. 

Cance!mgOrigfual Sheet No. l 

FLAT RATE WAS'FEWA'I'EltSEB:VICE 

SchoouleF 

Availability: For the Eilk Grove Service Area Gallatin Coumy, Mon:tanaforallpurposes except 
resale. 

Applicable to. all residentiat!II!d smalloommereial cl!SIDnrert>ootpmvidlld senci.ce by 
~te,r. 

Residential 
Day care 
Commercial 

.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . .. . .. .. $lll. 76/per m!!nth 
.. ... . .. .. .. . . ... . .. ... .. .. . ... .. . .. $~.17 fpermonth 
. .• . • • . • • . • • . • . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . • . . . $l9liL:l7/pcr m<illth 

'f 

I 
I 
I 



AppendixB 

Public Service C'Dmmissio:n ofMnntaaa 

Utility Solutioos, LLC She!:iNb.2 
1"'1Wvised S'!wetNo; 1 

.CanooHngOrigfua]She¢tNo, 2 

WASmWATERSERVI£1\ 

SdreduleR. 

Coosu!!lerDptB 

T 

Any new- (.rusiD!nerwii!becbarged !l·'llt:positof approximarelytwioo:lbe avemgen:routbl;y bll:ling. C 
Thls.aurouutwill.~ :refimded '"henJ:he cusronrer has paid the hili: on time· fur l2.rJ!QJitMOT upQ!l 
terminalionofserv~e. 

Unauthmi7.ed use ofmice 
Unalithurized use of service :hJ defined as any deliberate iuterferenoo suCh as. tamperint with the 
Company's meter, «~lllll!ctions, eqtiipment, seat<>, procedure or recoms that result iu doss of 
revooue ro the oomp$J.y. Unantbutized service is also defined as reooilllOOtion of service that has 
been terminatcd, without tile company's oonsent. 

Cos.tmeurrcdro repai:rdlunageto wmpany owned prope.rty lustl'illedan the customer'spremille 
will be hll:lcd. ro tile cusromer. 

Chm1ges. forummtbmizcdm;e of$el"vicewm be: 
a. linre,·material and1ra:nsp~oncosts.used'inmvesfitati0not:s~ce· 
b. e$timated charge for water 
c. on.premlse timetc correct sitllaticn 
d. coots incurred to repair compally owned property ifany diunage. 

ReeoilllOOtion of.Sewice 
Wlll:er service dl~ for unautbom.cdnse of service shall.:notbereoo~cntil.tbe 
customer.furnishes.stlfisfuctory evidence ofcolD.plilmce witlltberompany's·mles aruioondi.tlom 
of service and paid ali.:Qlltstanding:setvice c~ges. 

Late pa:rment fee 
Anacoouut.hlw.ing a balance left l.lll)¥!id 30 days after tile bill date ·is subject ttfn: LO~'late 
payment charge. 

(Dote) 

T 



ApperulixB 

Public Service Commi!Sio• ofMonmna 

Utility Solutions, LLC 

Special Rules ofSet'Wre (Continued) 

DiscormecfiollfReto:llllleciion 

WASTEWATER SERVICE 

SiremNR3 
Original Sheet No, 3 

ScheduleR 

If secvice bas beendi:scormecred for non-payment, a recolll'iecfi<ln clla:rg10) of$:H'l0200:per mere. 
will be paid 'oofure service is recnnnected. 

Perlmment.llisoonnection 
Customers wh<> wil;h to have their wastewater service.penmmently discontinued_, wUW he 
responsible fur any <md all casts associated with the pbysicai di.!lcoonOOtion,oftheServi¢e line 
ftomtheutiiity's·~· 

Multiple Users 
tn situations where nmre fum one:tJser:is be.ingprovided wifu~~ftomasit!g~serviee 
line, with.w~e shuto.offdevirecontroUing,fbewa:ter.&w,andifany oneor'll.l(!i;e,pf(lm 
waste!.¥~ :wtets either will not sign up fur St'lrvioe erwin 1Kit pay for that service, tbeiYllie 
responsibility fer payment of future W'<l!>il:lwaret charges must be~ by the propet!ty owner 
in order to prevent the service from being disoonoected for non-signup nr no:trpayment. 

Failufll to PEQY:ide ooment 
Failure to provide payment or Slrti:sfuctory &ri'IIIlgemenls for payment may result in wtal 
discontinuance ohervice even though one orm()re users may llot'heln l!rrearswith~ir acco!llli. 

Rg:fu.nds 
Customer bills or refunds tlmttotal $LOO or less mil not he issnedc 

ISSI:!ed: 

N 

N 


