At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Hel ena, Mntana, on Mnday, August 8,1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner

Conmi ssi oner Ander son and Conmi ssi oner Rowe were absent, but left their votes
with the Conmmission Secretary.

APPEARANCE
Dan Elliott, Adm nistrator
Uility Division

(312) In the matter of ClTIZENS TELECOVMWMUNI CATI ONS CO - Docket N97.7.123

G tizens Tel econmuni cati ons Conpany of Mntana has filed an Application for
Approval of Detariffed New Services - Customnized Local Area Signaling Service
(CLASS). Conmissioner McCaffree noved to approve the application. Conmi ssioner
herg seconded the notion, which passed unani nously. Comi ssioners Anderson and
Rowe voted aye.

(313) In the matter of MCI TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS - Docket N97.7.122; MC has
filed changes to its tariff to enable customers of MCl's interstate offering of
Asia Plan to receive Option Y (homeMCl One) usage rates for intrastate calls
made under that plan; and to nmake a text change, revising the tariff page
nunber fromrevised page 1 to revised page 2 for MZ transmittal nunber 97-11
Conmi ssi oner McCaffree noved to approve the tariff changes. Conm ssioner Cberg
seconded the notion. Conmi ssioner Oberg seconded the notion, which passed
unani nously. Conmmi ssioners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.

(314) In the matter of MDU Resources Group, Inc. - Docket D97.7.121; On July
14, 1997, MDU filed an application seeking authority to issue up to $60, 000, 000
of Common Stock within a two year period in one or nore transactions. The use
of this stock will be for the acquisition of a business and/or its assets

and nmay be issued directly to a seller. Alternatively, the additional Conmmon
Stock may be issued and sold in one or nore public offerings. Conm ssioner
McCaf free noved to approve Default Order No. 5995. Conmi ssi oner Cberg seconded
the noti on which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.

(315) In the matter of MONTANA POAER COVPANY - Docket D97.7.132; On July 25
1997, MPC filed an application seeking authority to enter into an operating

| ease with respect to the acquisition and installation of an autonated neter
readi ng system The total cost including installation costs and transaction
costs will not exceed $20,000,000. MPC will retain the tax benefits associ ated
wi th ownership of the assets, including depreciation and interest deductions.
Conmi ssi oner nerg noved to approve Default O der No. 5997. Conmi ssi oner

McCaf free seconded the notion which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioners Anderson
and Rowe voted aye. .



(316) In two matters listed below, the Conmissioners used a single notion as
not ed:

MONTANA POANER COVPANY- Docket No. D97.7.90; The Conm ssion has received Petitions
for Late Intervention fromthe follow ng:

Col strip Energy Linmted Partnership (CELP)
Yel | owst one Energy Linmited Partnership (YELP)
Mont ana Soci ety of Associ ati on Executives.
Ener gy West Resources, Inc.

Davi d Ewer

and;

Paci fi Cor p- Docket No. D97.7.91; The Commi ssion has received Petitions for Late
Intervention fromthe follow ng:

Col strip Energy Linmted Partnership (CELP)
Yel | owst one Energy Linmited Partnership (YELP)

Applicants for intervention will not delay the proceedings or enlarge the
issues. The late interventions resulted froma nisperception of the prelimnary
notice of the filing with the option to file a notice of intention to intervene
in order to receive a copy of the transition plan filings promptly.

Conmi ssi oner McCaffree noved to approve the request for late intervention for
the parties in D97.7.90 and D97.7.91. Conmi ssioner Cberg seconded the notion
whi ch passed unani nously. Conmi ssioners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Admi nistrator
Transportation & Centralized Services Division

(317) In the matter of Docket T-97.93. AR - McGee Trucking, Inc., Butte,
Mont ana, PSC No. 9324 has not met Class D carrier requirements, and has
submitted a Verified Statenent. A determination nust be nade if the Verified
Statenent is acceptable for the 1996 annual report filing.

Cass D - Garbage and recycl abl es between all points and places in Powel |
County.

Carrier is allowed to transport commodities to certified landfills and
recycling centers in the State of Montana fromterritory authorized.
Limtations: Transportation is limted to roll-off box service and transfer
trailer service to certified landfills and recycling centers.

Conmi ssi oner McCaffree noved to accept the verified statenment. Comni ssioner
oherg seconded the notion which passed unani nously. Conm ssi oners Anderson and
Rowe voted aye.

APPEARANCE
Laura Cal ki n
Centralized Services

(318) In the matter of the approval of Commission M nutes; Commi ssioner
oerg nmoved to approve the Comm ssion Mnutes for the week of July 28, 1997.
Conmi ssi oner McCaffree seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.



There being no further business to cone before the Conmi ssion the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROVNE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Helena, Mntana, on Tuesday, August 5, 1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner
Bob Rowe Conmi ssi oner

Conmi ssi oner Anderson was absent and did not vote on the follow ng itens.

APPEARANCE
Karen Hammel, M ke Lee

(319) In the matter of the Conmission's discussion of flexible pricing to
neet conpetitive pressures in certain exchanges - Docket No. D97.7.125;
Conmi ssi oner Cberg noved to grant interimapproval of the tariff filing for
pricing flexibility in Terry and G endi ve exchanges. Conmi ssioner MCaffree
seconded t he notion, which passed 3-0-1. Conmm ssioners Fisher, MCaffree and
herg voted aye. Conmi ssioner Anderson did not vote, Conmi ssioner Rowe
abst ai ned.

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson, Wayne Budt

(320) In the matter of the Conmission's discussion of tow truck insurance
and requests for nodifications; Conm ssioner MCaffree noved to deny the
request of Garage Services, Inc. for nodification of the PSC formto include
addi ti onal |anguage. Commi ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which failed 1 to
3. Conmissioner MCaffree voted aye. Conmmissioners Rowe, Oberg and Fi sher

di ssent ed.

(321) In the matter of the Conmission's discussion of tow truck insurance
and request for nodifications; Conm ssioner Rowe noved to anmend the form as
requested by Garage Services, Inc. Comissioner Oberg seconded the notion
whi ch passed 3 to 1. Conmi ssioners Rowe, Oberg and Fi sher voted aye.
Conmi ssi oner McCaffree di ssented.
APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Dan Elliott, Robin MHugh

(322) In the matter of the Conmission's discussion of its budget and out - of -
state travel and staffing; Conmi ssi oner McCaffree noved to approve out - of -
state travel for Joel Tierney and Dennis Crawford to attend Pipeline Safety
training. Conmi ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

Conmi ssi oner Rowe noved to approve out-of-state travel for Martin Jacobson to
attend t he DOE/ NARUC Nat ural Gas Conference. Conmi ssioner MCaffree seconded
the notion, which passed unani nously.

Conmi ssi oner herg nmoved to approve reassignnment of a pending open position to
econom st position. Conm ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed
unani nmously.



There being no further business to cone before the Conmi ssion the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB RONE, Conmi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Helena, Mntana, on Tuesday, August 5, 1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan

Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conm ssi oner
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Kar en Hanmel

(323) In the matter of the Conmmission's discussion of US Wst

Conmruni cations, Inc. to Restructure its Prices for Regul ated Tel econmuni cati ons
Service - Docket No. D96.12.220; Conm ssioner Rowe noved to grant the Mtion of
Mont ana Consuner Counsel to tenporarily suspend the Procedural Schedule in this
Docket; and vacate the hearing schedul ed for Qctober 29, 1997. Conm ssi oner
McCaf free seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB RONE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Helena, Mntana, on Mnday, August 11, 1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan

Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner
Bob Rowe Conmi ssi oner

Conmi ssi oner Anderson was absent but left his votes with the Comm ssion
Secretary.

APPEARANCE
Dan Elliott, Adm nistrator
Uility Division

(324) In the matter of MONTANA POAER COVPANY - Docket N97.7.126; On July 18,
1997, MPC filed its annual updates to the avoi ded cost rate schedules QFLT-1 and
STPP-1 to conply with Order 5017, Docket 83.1.2. Comm ssioner MCaffree noved
to approve the annual updates. Comi ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which
passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(325) In the matter of Cl TIZENS COVMMUNI CATI ONS - Docket N97.7.133; On July
28, 1997, Citizens Communications filed to renmove the end user conmon line rate
fromits Montana Access Service Tariff. This rate would then be found only in
the conpany's FCC Tariff No. 1. Conmi ssioner Rowe nmoved to approve the renoval
of the end user common line rate. Comm ssioner MCaffree seconded the

noti on, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(326) In the matter of VALLEY TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS - Docket N97.6.98; On July
21, 1997, Valley Tel ecommunications filed to revise its pay phone tariff filing
of June 11, 1997. The conpany had originally requested to withdraw its

Payst ati on Service and Custoner-Omed Coi n- Operated Tel ephone Service of ferings

and replace themw th Pay phone Provider Service on a detariffed basis. Wth
the revised filing, the conpany requests the same changes to its pay phone
tariff, but the prices will remain tariffed. Staff recommends approval on an

interimbasis pending the conclusion of Docket D97.2.33, with the exception that
the proposal to elimnate sem public phone service remain suspended.

Conmi ssi oner Qberg noved the revised tariff filing per staff recomendati on.
Conmi ssi oner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssi oner
Ander son voted aye.

(327) In the matter of PRQIECT TELEPHONE CO. - Docket N97.6.99; On July 21,
1997, Project Telephone filed to revise its pay phone tariff filing of June 11,
1997. The conmpany had originally requested to withdraw its Paystati on Service
and Cust oner - Omned Coi n- Operated Tel ephone Service offerings and replace them



with Pay phone Provider Service on a detariffed basis. Wth the revised






t he conpany requests the sane changes to its pay phone tariff, but the prices
wWill remain tariffed. Staff recommends approval on an interim basis pending the
concl usi on of Docket D97.2.33, with the exception that the proposal to elimnate
sem public phone service remain suspended. Conmi ssioner MCaffree noved to the
revised tariff filing per staff reconmendation. Conmi ssioner Cberg seconded the
noti on, which passed unani nously. Conm ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(328) In the matter of COMMNET CELLULAR/ USWC - Docket DO7.4.64; ComNet
Cellular and U S WEST Comuni cations have executed and submitted for approva
their negotiated Interconnecti on Agreenent, which nust be approved by August 11
1997, or it will be deened approved, according to the federal Tel econmunications
Act of 1996. The conpanies agreed to adopt the agreenent between Western
Wreless and US WEST in its entirety. At a work session held on June 25, 1997,
the Conmission directed staff to draft an order approving the interconnection
agreenment if staff review of the agreenent verified that it was identical to the
Western Wrel ess agreenent. The agreenment is identical to the Wstern

Wrel ess agreenent. Recommend approval of the draft O der Approving

I nt erconnecti on Agreenent. Conmi ssioner McCaffree noved to approve the

negoti ated I nterconnection Agreenent. Conmi ssioner Rowe seconded the notion

whi ch passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(329) In the matter of SPRI NT COVMUNI CATI ONS COVPANY - Docket N97.7.130; On
July 24,1997, Sprint Communications Conpany filed changes to their price list
del eting text and addi ng verbiage to FONCARD Servi ce whi ch explains how calls
will be rated when Sprint enters into an agreement with a reseller to serve as
their alternate long distance carrier in regions where the reseller cannot
provi de service. Conm ssioner Rowe noved to approve the changes as fil ed.
Conmi ssi oner McCaffree seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.
Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Admi nistrator
Transportation & Centralized Services Division

(330) In the matter of Docket T-97.21.PCN - On May 27, 1997 Certrude L
Her man dba Taxi, Roundup, Montana filed an application for a Certificate for
Publ i ¢ Conveni ence and Necessary. Parties have stipulated to the follow ng
grant of authority:

Cl ass B -Passengers within the Cty of Roundup, Montana and a fifty (50)
mles radius thereof. Limtations: 1) Transportation within Yell owstone County
is prohibited, 2) Transportation is restricted to service in vehicles with
seating capacity of five (5) people or |ess.

Conmi ssi oner Cberg noved to approve the application. Commri ssioner Rowe seconded
the notion, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairnman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair



BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner
ATTEST:

BOB RONE, Conmi ssi oner
Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Hel ena, Mntana, on Tuesday, August 12, 1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner

Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe were absent, but left their votes with the
Conmi ssion Secretary as not ed.

APPEARANCE
Robi n McHugh, Deni se Peterson, WII| Rosqui st

(331) In the matter of the Conmmission's discussion of Mntana Power
Conpany's Transition Plan - Docket No. D97.7.90; Conmi ssioner Gberg noved to
direct staff to draft an order finding MPC s transition plan inadequate and

i nconplete as it regards public education and pilot progranms as well as
certain transition cost issues. Conm ssioner MCaffree seconded the notion
whi ch passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye. Conmi ssioner Rowe
voted aye via |leaving his proxy to Conm ssioner Anderson

APPEARANCE
Deni se Pet erson

(332) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of Pacific Power & Light
- Docket No. D97.7.91; Conmi ssioner McCaffree noved to i ssue a protective order
as requested by PP&.. Conmi ssioner Oberg seconded the notion, which passed
unani mously. Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.

APPEARANCE
Deni se Peterson, David Burchett

(333) In the matter of the Commi ssion's discussion of Muwuntain Water -
Docket No. D97.6.97; Conmi ssi oner Cherg noved to approve a final order approve
a stipul ated agreenment between Muntain Water and Montana Consumer Counse

granting the request in full. Commi ssioner MCaffree seconded the notion, which
passed unani nously. Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.
APPEARANCE

Kar en Hamre

(334) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of Montana Wrel ess -
Docket No. 97.8.142 - Petition for Arbitration, notion for tenporary waiver of
rul e; Conmi ssioner McCaffree noved to grant the requested waiver. Conm ssioner
oherg seconded the notion, which passed unani mously. Conmmi ssioners

Ander son and Rowe voted aye



There being no further business to cone before the Conmi ssion the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB RONE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Helena, Mntana, on Tuesday, August 12, 1997 the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner

Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe were absent and did not vote on the foll ow ng
itens.

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson, Kate Wit ney

(335) In the matter of the Commi ssion's discussion of PSC vs. US West
Communi cations and customer information issues related with inplenmentation of
neasure service tariffs; Conm ssioner McCaffree nmoved to direct staff to enter
into discussions with USWC regardi ng a possible settlenment of the

conpl aint. Conmi ssioner Cberg seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

DANNY OBERG, Conmi ssi oner
ATTEST:
Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Hel ena, Mntana, on Tuesday, August 12, 1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner

Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe were absent, but left their votes with the
Conmi ssion Secretary as not ed.

APPEARANCE
Robi n McHugh, Deni se Peterson, WII| Rosqui st

(336) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of Mntana Power
Conpany's Transition Plan - Docket No. D97.7.90; Conmi ssioner Gberg noved to
direct staff to draft an order finding MPC s transition plan inadequate and

i nconplete as it regards public education and pilot progranms as well as
certain transition cost issues. Conm ssioner MCaffree seconded the notion
whi ch passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye. Conmi ssioner Rowe
voted aye via |leaving his proxy to Conm ssioner Anderson

APPEARANCE
Deni se Pet erson

(337) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of Pacific Power & Light
- Docket No. D97.7.91; Conmi ssioner McCaffree noved to i ssue a protective order
as requested by PP&.. Conmi ssioner Oberg seconded the notion, which passed
unani mously. Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.

APPEARANCE
Deni se Peterson, David Burchett

(338) In the matter of the Commi ssion's discussion of Muwuntain Water -
Docket No. D97.6.97; Conmi ssi oner Cherg noved to approve a final order approve
a stipul ated agreenment between Muntain Water and Montana Consumer Counse

granting the request in full. Commi ssioner MCaffree seconded the notion, which
passed unani nously. Conmi ssi oners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.
APPEARANCE

Kar en Hamre

(339) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of Montana Wrel ess -
Docket No. 97.8.142 - Petition for Arbitration, notion for tenporary waiver of
rul e; Conmi ssioner McCaffree noved to grant the requested waiver. Conm ssioner
oherg seconded the notion, which passed unani mously. Conmmi ssioners

Ander son and Rowe voted aye



There being no further business to cone before the Conmi ssion the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB RONE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Hel ena, Mntana, on Wdnesday, August 13, 1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan

Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conm ssi oner
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Deni se Peterson, WIIl Rosquist, Mke Lee

(340) In the matter of the Conmmission's discussion of the application of
Mont ana Power Conpany for approval of its Electric UWility Restructuring
Transition Plan filed pursuant to Senate Bill 390; Conmi ssioner Cberg noved to
approve Order No. 5986b subject to editing. The Conmission finds MPC s plan

i nadequat e and inconplete. Commi ssioner MCaffree seconded the notion, which
passed unani nously. Comm ssioners Anderson and Rowe voted aye.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB RONE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Hel ena, Montana, on Monday, August 18, 1997 the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conm ssi oner
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

Conmi ssi oner Bob Anderson was absent and | eft votes with the Comm ssion
Secretary.

APPEARANCE
Dan Elliott, Adm nistrator
Uility Division

(341) In the matter of Montana Power Conpany, Docket D97.7.90. Petitions
for late intervention have been received by Continental Hydro Corporation and
Cenex, Inc. Conmi ssi oner Rowe nmoved to grant late intervention as |ong as they

do not del ay proceedings or enlarge the issues. Conmi ssioner MCaffree
seconded the notion which passed unani nously.

(342) In the matter of Pacific Power & Light Conpany, Docket D97.7.91. A
petition for late intervention has been received by Continental Hydro
Corporation. Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to grant later intervention as |ong as
they do not del ay proceedi ngs or enlarge the issues. Conm ssioner MCaffree
seconded t he noti on which passed.

(343) In the matter of Wods Bay Water Conpany, Docket DO7.7.148. On July
17, 1997 custoners of Wods Bay Water Conpany wote the Commi ssion with
conpl ai nts about water problens, including |ow or no pressure, at tinmes no
water, and water that is often not drinkable, requiring custonmers to use bottled
wat er. Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to issue a Notice of Conplaint, with 20 days to
answer or file a Notice of Satisfaction. Conmm ssioner MCaffree seconded the
noti on whi ch passed unani nously.

(344) In the matter of Montana Power Conpany's notion to elimnate second
round of data requests, Docket D97.7.90. Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to grant
Mont ana Power Conpany an additional week and to deny the notion. Conmi ssioner
McCaf free seconded the notion which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Admi nistrator
Transportation & Centralized Services Division

(345) In the matter of Docket TN1863, M nnie Boothman and Robert E. Lee dba
Li bby Cab, Libby, Mntana requests authorization to continue the |ease of PSC
No. 8637 to Kerry Lee Resch dba Libby Cab, Li bby, Mntana for one year August 9,
1997 to August 9, 1998.

C ass B - Passengers, baggage and express between all points and pl aces
within Lincoln County. Limtations: Transportation of Burlington Northern
Rail road crews is prohibited.



Conmi ssi oner Rowe noved to continue the | ease of PSC No. 8637 for a period of
one year. Conmi ssioner MCaffree seconded the notion which passed unani nously.



There being no further business to cone before the Conmi ssion the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB RONE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Helena, Mntana, on Tuesday, August 19, 1997 the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conm ssi oner
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

Conmi ssi oner Anderson was absent and left his votes with the Comm ssion
Secretary.

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson

(346) In the matter of the Commi ssion's discussion of Docket D96.2.22,
notions and other natters related to Montana Power Conpany's Natural Gas Uility
case; Conmm ssioner Rowe noved to deny Paladin's notion to conpel responses to
certain data requests. Conmissioner MCaffree seconded the notion, which passed
unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Deni se Pet erson

(347) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of conplaints by DNRC
CLEP and YELP, all QF facilities against the Montana Power Conpany, Docket

D97. 8.143; Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to issue a Notice of Conplaint to Montana
Power Conpany on the DNRC conpl ai nt. Conmi ssioner McCaffree seconded the notion,
whi ch passed unani nously.

Conmi ssi oner Rowe noved to notice that the Commission will consider the
jurisdictional issue over PSC authority on certain QF issues and direct staff to
devel op an expedited briefing schedule on said | egal issues. Conmmni ssioner

McCaf free seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson, Kate Wit ney

(348) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of Energy Uility
Servi ce Standards, Docket L97.6.4 RUL; Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to publish
proposed rul es for adoption as required by MAPA. Conmi ssi oner seconded the
notion, which failed with a 2 to 3 vote with Conmi ssioners MCaffree and
Rowe voting aye and Conmi ssi oners Anderson, Fisher and Cberg di ssenting.

APPEARANCE
Martin Jacobson

(349) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of the Geat Falls Gas
Conpany tracki ng case and the conpany's request for a protective order, Docket
D97.7.119; Conmi ssioner Anderson nmoved to issue a protective order
Conmi ssi oner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

(350) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of Or v Pacific Power &
Li ght over the company's one call response, Docket D97.8.141; Conmi ssioner
McCaf free noved to direct the Chair to send a letter to PP& requesting a



response to allegations by M. Or regarding PP&L's one call responses.
Conmi ssi oner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

(351) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of its budget and out of
state travel; Conmi ssioner Anderson noved to authorize out of state travel for
two utility staff nenbers to attend the NARUC Subcommittee on Accounts mneeting
in Portland. Conmi ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

Conmi ssi oner Rowe noved to authorized travel for Mke Sheard to attend the NARUC
Annual Convention in Boston. Commi ssioner Anderson seconded the notion, which
passed unani nously.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner
ATTEST:

BOB ROWNE, Commi ssi oner

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Helena, Mntana, on Tuesday, August 19, 1997 the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Nancy McCaffree, Acting Chair
Bob Ander son, Conm ssi oner
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner

Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

Conmi ssi oner Fisher was absent and |left his proxy to Conmm ssioner Cberg

APPEARANCE
Bonni e Lorang, Karen Hame

(352) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of the PTI - Digitrex
Plus tariff filing, Docket NO97.4.58; Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to direct staff to
draft an order approving the tariff filing with certain conditions.

Conmi ssi oner nherg seconded t he notion, which passed unani mously. Conmmni ssi oner
Qoerg cast Conmmi ssioner Fisher vote as "aye".

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

NANCY McCAFFREE, Acting Chair

DAVE FI SHER, Conmi ssi oner

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB RONE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Helena, Mntana, on Mnday, August 15, 1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

Conmi ssi oner Anderson was absent but left his votes with the Conm ssion
Secretary. Conmmi ssioner Oberg was absent and did not vote on the follow ng
items.

APPEARANCE
Dan Elliott, Adm nistrator
Uility Division

(353) In the matter of SPRI NT COVMUNI CATI ONS COVPANY - Docket N97.8.146; On
August 8, 1997, Sprint filed changes to its price list. The changes include: 1.
Change the Tinme-of-Day sensitive rates per mnute for their Foncard to non-
sensitive Tinme-of-Day rates, resulting in a rate increase. 2. Revise the Per
Cal | surcharge for Foncard Option B. 3. Decrease the rate per mnute for the

St and- Al one Foncard. 4. Add a Per Call surcharge to the Stand- Al one Foncard. 5.
Decrease the Per Call Pay phone Service Charge. Comni ssioner Rowe noved to
approve the changes to the prices list. Conm ssioner MCaffree seconded the
noti on, which passed unani nously. Conm ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(354) In the matter of MCI TELECOVMUNI CATI ONS CORPORATI ON - Docket
N97.8.144; On August 7, 1997, MOl filed tariff pages to change the deferral to
MZl's FCC tariff for Advanced Option 1 to a state specific rate. Conmi ssioner
McCaffree noved to approve the state specific rate. Conm ssioner Rowe seconded
the notion, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(355) In the matter of PTI COVMUNI CATI ONS - Docket N97.8.150; On August 13
1997, PTI proposed to extend through Septenber 30, 1997, a residential second-
[ine pronotion waiving the non-recurring charge that was originally approved

t hrough August 22. Conmi ssioner Rowe noved to approve the pronotion
Conmi ssi oner McCaffree seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.
Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.

(356) In the matter of Citizens Communications Docket N97.8.149; On August
12,1997, Citizens Comruni cations filed revised tariff pages to the Mntana
Access Service Tariff, pursuant to Order 5988, Docket D97.3.48. The filing

i ntroduces the terns, conditions, and rates of the presubscription for

i ntraLATA and interLATA equal access 1+ dialing. Conmi ssioner MCaffree noved
to approve the revised tariff pages. Commi ssioner Rowe seconded the notion

whi ch passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(357) In the matter of MDU RESOURCES GROUP, | NC. - Docket D97.8.138; On
August 4, 1997, MDU filed an application seeking authority to issue up to

$40, 000, 000 of short-termdebt, at any one tine, in the formof prom ssory notes
pursuant to a revolving credit agreenent. The term of the new revol vi ng

credit agreenent will be five years. The proceeds will be used to partially

fi nance general corporate needs. A Default O der has been drafted. Conmi ssioner
Rowe noved to approve the application. Conmissioner MCaffree seconded the

noti on, which passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye.



(358) In the matter of MDU RESOURCES GROUP, | NC. - Docket D97.8.139; On
August 4, 1997, MDU filed an application seeking authority to issue not to
exceed $45, 000,000 of (1) one or nore series of its first nortgage bonds, (2)
secured nediumtermnotes, and/or (3) senior notes secured by MDU s first

nort gage bonds. The proceeds will be used to partially finance general corporate
needs. A Default Order has been drafted. Conmi ssi oner McCaffree noved to
approve the application. Conm ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed
unani mously. Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.

APPEARANCE
Wayne Budt, Admi nistrator
Transportation & Centralized Services Division

(359) In the matter of Docket T-97.85.0TSC - Edwi n L. Maughan dba Maughan's
Transfer, Ronan, Montana requests reconsideration of the cancellation of PSC No.
4326, Cancellation Oder No. 6430. The authority was cancelled on July 28, 1997
for failure to conply with vehicle registration requirenents. Carrier has now
suppl i ed proof of vehicle registration

Cass C - Property within the town of Ronan, Montana and to or from points
tributary hereto, but within a distance not exceeding fifty nmiles in any
direction fromsaid town.

Limtations: Transportation of ashes, trash, waste, refuse, rubbish and
garbage is prohibited. Such operations are not to interfere with existing notor
carriers.

Conmi ssi oner noved to grant reconsideration of the cancellation order and grant
rei nstatement of PSC No. 4326. Conmi ssioner MCaffree seconded the notion
whi ch passed unani nously. Conmi ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(360) In the matter of Docket T-97.90.Rl - On July 14, 1997, Mntana Tariff
Bur eau, Agent, Helena, Mntana 59624 (for and on behal f of Baker Transfer &
Storage Co., Billings, Montana, in an independent action) filed a request for

i ncreased Di stance Commodity Rates of 10% This increase would only apply
when other carriers, booking agents, brokerage firnms or others not hol ding

Mont ana i ntrastate househol d goods operating authority tender third party
shipments with the understandi ng that they expect a conmmission or fee for their
participation.

No protests were received. The rate increase will becone Septenber 1, 1997.

Conmi ssi oner McCaffree noved to grant the rate increase. Conm ssioner Rowe
seconded t he notion, which passed unani nously. Comni ssioner Anderson voted aye.

(361) In the matter of TN1864 - Johnnie M Cook dba Lincoln County Medica
Transport, Libby, Montana, requests perm ssion to suspend PSC No. 9364 for a
final 6 nmonth period, Septenber 17, 1997 to March 17, 1998.

C ass B - Nonenergency nedi cal and psychiatric patients to and from nedi ca
appoi ntnents at health care facilities within the follow ng counties: Flathead,
Lake, Lincoln, Mssoula, and Sanders. Limtations: Transportation mnust
originate or termnate in Lincoln County.

G ass B - Passengers, baggage and express between all points and places in
Li ncol n and Sanders Counti es. Limtations: Transportation of railway crews is
prohi bited. Transportation by |inousine is prohibited.



Conmi ssi oner Rowe noved to suspend PSC No. 9364 for a period of six nonths.
Conmi ssi oner McCaffree seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.
Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.



APPEARANCE
Laura Cal ki n
Centralized Services

(362) In the matter of the approval of Conmi ssion M nutes; Conmi ssioner
McCaf free noved to approve the Conmi ssion Mnutes for the weeks of August 4, 11
and 18, 1997. Conmi ssioner Rowe seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.
Conmi ssi oner Anderson voted aye.

(363) In the matter of the approval of the Cctober, 1997 Cal endar
Conmi ssi oner Rowe noved to approve the October cal endar. Conmmi ssioner McCaffree
seconded t he notion, which passed unani nously. Comni ssioner Anderson voted aye.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmi ssion the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Conmi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Conm ssi oner

BOB ROVNE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



At the neeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Mntana held at
the Conmission's Ofices in Hel ena, Mntana, on Tuesday, August 26, 1997, the
foll owi ng nenbers were present:

Dave Fi sher, Chairnan
Nancy McCaffree, Vice Chair
Bob Ander son, Conm ssi oner
Danny oerg, Conmi ssioner
Bob Rowe Commi ssi oner

APPEARANCE
Karen Hanmel, M ke Sheard
(364) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of a proceeding to choose
a Universal Service Cost Mdel; Conmi ssioner Obherg noved to initiate a

uni versal service cost docket, issue a notice, deadline for intervention and
attorney's conference to devel op a procedural schedule. Conmi ssioner
McCaf free seconded the notion, which passed unani nously.

(365) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of eligible carrier
designation and service area designation as required by the Tel ecomuni cati ons
Act of 1996 - Docket Nos. N96.2.18, N96.2.23, N96.3.44, N96.4.59 and N9I6. 4. 58;
Conmi ssi oner Rowe noved to issue a Notice of Conm ssion Action inviting coments
on designation of eligible carrier designation and service area designation as
requi red by the Tel ecomunications Act of 1996. Said notice shall grant interim
approval of all incunbents and consolidate US West Comruni cation issues in this
proceedi ng. Conmi ssioner MCaffree seconded the notion, which passed

unani nmously.

There being no further business to cone before the Conmission the neeting was
adj our ned.

DAVE FI SHER, Chairnman

NANCY McCAFFREE, Vice Chair

BOB ANDERSQN, Commi ssi oner

DANNY OBERG, Comm ssi oner

BOB ROWNE, Commi ssi oner
ATTEST:

Kat hl ene M Ander son
Conmi ssi on Secretary

(SEAL)



