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At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on Tuesday, April 5, 2011, the following members 
were present: 
 
 Brad Molnar, Vice-Chair (presiding) 
 Gail Gutsche, Commissioner 
 Travis Kavulla, Commissioner 
 John Vincent, Commissioner, via telephone 
 
Commissioner Gallagher was absent. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 

 
(173) In the matter of the Commission’s minutes of March 14, 2011: 
 
Commissioner Vincent moved to APPROVE the Commission Minutes for the week of March 
14, 2011.  Commissioner Gutsche seconded the motion, which passed 4 to 0. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Nickie Eck, Regulatory Division 

 
(174) In the matter of T-11.2.PCN:  On December 21, 2010, Move It, LLC, Bozeman, MT filed 
an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity.  The application was noticed 
to the public on January 13, 2011.  Protests were received.  On March 25, 2011, the applicant 
submitted a request to withdraw their application and requests the Commission close the docket. 
 
Commissioner Vincent moved to ACCEPT the applicant’s request to withdraw Docket T-
11.2.PCN and close the docket.  Commissioner Gutsche seconded the motion, which passed 4-0. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Al Brogan, Administrator, Legal Division 

 
(175) In the matter of the Commission's discussion of D2008.8.95:  In the matter of the 
application of NorthWestern Energy for approval to construct and operate the Mill Creek 
Generating Station to supply regulation service for NorthWestern Energy’s Montana electric 
operations and Montana transmission control area. 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to GRANT Pro Hac Vice of Craig Gannet.  Commissioner 
Gutsche seconded the motion, which passed 4-0. 
 
(176) In the matter of the Commission’s discussion of out-of-state travel for Sarah Norcott to 
attend Camp NARUC in August: 
 
Commissioner Gutsche moved to AUTHORIZE Sarah Norcott to attend Camp NARUC on 
August 1 – 12, 2011.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, which passed 4-0. 
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APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 

 
(177) In the matter of Senate Bill 423 for the 2011 Legislative Session: 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to MONITOR SB423.  Commissioner Gutsche seconded the 
motion, which passed 4 to 0. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



90 
Minutes for the week of April 4, 2011 

There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
              
       BRAD MOLNAR, Vice Chair (presiding) 
 
 
 
              
       GAIL GUTSCHE, Commissioner 
  
 
 
              
       TRAVIS KAVULLA, Commissioner 
 
 
 
              

JOHN VINCENT, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
Judy Scheier 
Assistant Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
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At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on Wednesday, April 6, 2011, the following 
members were present: 
 

Bill Gallagher, Chair 
 Brad Molnar, Vice-Chair 
 Gail Gutsche, Commissioner 
 Travis Kavulla, Commissioner 
 John Vincent, Commissioner, via telephone 
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 

Al Brogan, Administrator, Legal Division 
Eric Eck and Will Rosquist, Regulatory Division 

 
(178)      In the matter of the Commission's discussion of D2010.5.50:  NorthWestern Energy 
2009-2010 Annual Electric Supply Cost Tracker.   
 
MOTION 1:  Commissioner Kavulla moved to ADOPT staff recommendations with respect to 
CU4 and include Commissioner Kavalla’s comments about DSM.  Died due to lack of second. 
 
MOTION 2:  Commissioner Molnar moved to ACCEPT staff recommendations regarding CU4. 
Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
MOTION 3:  Commissioner Kavulla moved to ADD the three elements outlined by 
Commissioner Kavulla to be included as paragraphs in the order. Commissioner Gutsche 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Vincent appointed Commissioner Gutsche with his proxy for any further votes. 
 
MOTION 4:  Commissioner Kavulla moved to FIND that NorthWestern Energy’s 2009-2010 
electric supply costs are prudently incurred.  Commissioner Vincent seconded the motion, which 
passed 3-2.  Commissioner Gallagher and Commissioner Molnar voted Nay.  Commissioner 
Vincent voted Aye by proxy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



92 
Minutes for the week of April 4, 2011 

 
There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
              
       W. A. (Bill) GALLAGHER, Chair 
 
 
 
              
       BRAD MOLNAR, Vice Chair 
 
 
 
              
       GAIL GUTSCHE, Commissioner 
  
 
 
              
       TRAVIS KAVULLA, Commissioner 
 
 
 
              

JOHN VINCENT, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
Verna Stewart 
Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
 
 


