
Minutes for the week of January 7, 2013 9:30 a.m. 1  
 
At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on January 7, 2013, the following members were 
present: 

 
 Travis Kavulla, Acting Chairman 
 Bill Gallagher, Commissioner 
 Kirk Bushman, Commissioner 
 Bob Lake, Commissioner 
 Roger Koopman, Commissioner 
 
(1) Election of new Public Service Commission officers:  Acting Chairman Kavulla opened 
the proceedings for nominations of Chairman. 
 
Chairman Kavulla nominated Commissioner Gallagher as Chairman. 
 
Commissioner Lake moved to CLOSE the nominations.  Commissioner Koopman seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
The nomination of Commissioner Gallagher as Chairman passed unanimously. 
 
(2) Election of new Public Service Commission officers:  Chairman Gallagher opened the 
proceedings for nomination of Vice Chairman. 
 
Commissioner Koopman moved to nominate Commissioner Lake as Vice Chairman. 
 
Commissioner Koopman moved to CLOSE the nominations.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded 
the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
The nomination of Commissioner Lake as Vice Chairman passed unanimously. 
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There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
              
       W. A. GALLAGHER, Chairman 
 
 
              
       BOB LAKE Vice Chairman 
 
 
              
       KIRK BUSHMAN, Commissioner 
  
 
              
       TRAVIS KAVULLA, Commissioner 
 
 
              

ROGER KOOPMAN, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Aleisha Solem 
Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
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At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on January 8, 2013, the following members were 
present: 

 
 Bill Gallagher, Chairman 
 Bob Lake, Vice Chairman 
 Kirk Bushman, Commissioner 
 Travis Kavulla, Commissioner 
 Roger Koopman, Commissioner 
 

APPEARANCE 
Aleisha Solem, Commission Secretary 

 
(3) In the matter of the approval of Commission Minutes for the week of December 31, 
2012. 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to APPROVE the Commission Minutes for the week of 
December 31, 2012.  Commissioner Lake seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 
APPEARANCE 

Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 
Brian DeKiep, Regulatory Division 

 
(4) In the matter of out of state staff travel. 
 
Commissioner Lake moved to APPROVE the Order 1000 related out of state staff travel in 2013.  
Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Nickie Eck, Transportation Unit 

 
(5) In the matter of TN2559:  Brawn Inc.'s request to continue the lease of PSC No. 2278 to 
Vance Vanderpan d/b/a Greater Valley Taxi from January 2, 2013 to January 2, 2014. 
 
Commissioner Koopman moved to APPROVE the continued lease of PSC No. 2278.  Chairman 
Gallagher seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Nickie Eck, Transportation Unit 

 
(6) In the matter of TN2560:  Bayside Disposal, Inc.'s request to continue the lease of PSC 
No. 9412 to the City of Cut Bank from January 18, 2013 to January 18, 2014. 
 
Chairman Gallagher moved to APPROVE the continued lease of PSC No. 9412.  Commissioner 
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Lake seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 
APPEARANCE 

Dennis Lopach, Administrator, Legal Division 
 
(7) In the matter of D2012.12.124:  NorthWestern Energy's application for approval of 
automatic rate adjustment and tracking for taxes and fees. 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to APPROVE holding the hearing on Friday January 11, 2013 at 
9 a.m. and GRANT NWE's witnesses Bobbi Schroeppel and Wayne Hitt to appear 
telephonically.  Commissioner Lake seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Jason Brown, Legal Division 

 
(8) In the matter of D2012.9.94:  NorthWestern Energy's application for authority to 
establish increased natural gas delivery service rates and allocated cost of service and rate 
design. 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to OVERRULE NWE's objection to data request LCG-017 and to 
ISSUE a Notice of Commission Action requiring NWE to respond to the data request within 
seven days.  Commissioner Koopman seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Jason Brown, Legal Division 

 
(9) In the matter of D2012.9.94:  NorthWestern Energy's application for authority to 
establish increased natural gas delivery service rates and allocated cost of service and rate 
design. 
 
Chairman Gallagher moved to APPROVE the motion for protective order regarding forecasted 
financial information.  Commissioner Lake seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Jason Brown, Legal Division 

 
(10) In the matter of D2012.9.94:  NorthWestern Energy's application for authority to 
establish increased natural gas delivery service rates and allocated cost of service and rate 
design. 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to APPROVE the motion for protective order regarding FIN 48 
materials.  Commissioner Lake seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
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APPEARANCE 
Brenda Elias, Legal Division 

 
(11) In the matter of T-12.16.PCN:  Green Taxi LLC's application for certificate of public 
convenience and necessity. 
 
Commissioner Lake moved to GRANT Green Taxi's motion to extend the briefing deadline and 
the statutory deadline by which the Commission must issue its final order.  Chairman Gallagher 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Brenda Elias, Legal Division 

 
(12) In the matter of the Commission Action of December 11, 2012, deferring consideration 
of a motion to adopt the Blue Book. 
 
The previous motion to ADOPT the draft with the elimination of ethical standard number six 
being removed was voted on.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
The previous motion to ADOPT the Commissioners Blue Book on an interim basis as amended, 
which was postponed to this work session as a result of the Commission action of December 11, 
2012, was passed unanimously. 
 
The Blue Book Committee will be chaired by Commissioner Gallagher, with Commissioner 
Koopman and Kate Whitney as part of the Committee. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Staci Litschauer, Administrator, Centralized Services Division 

Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 
Jason Brown, Legal Division 

 
(13) In the matter of Legislative bills relevant to the PSC mission, statutory authority, 
administrative process, and general agency concerns. 
 
Chairman Gallagher moved to AUTHORIZE Staci Litschauer to present to the Appropriations 
subcommittee the elected officials request to be exempt from vacancy savings.  Commissioner 
Kavulla seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Gallagher moved to AUTHORIZE Staci Litschauer to present to the Appropriations 
subcommittee the elected officials request for funding for career ladder increases.  Commissioner 
Kavulla seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to SUPPORT HB 55.  Chairman Gallagher seconded the motion, 
which passed 4 to 0.  Commissioner Koopman abstaining. 
 



Minutes for the week of January 7, 2013 9:30 a.m. 6  
 
Commissioner Bushman moved to SUPPORT SB 26.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded the 
motion, which passed 4 to 1.  Commissioner Koopman dissenting. 
 
The remaining legislative bills were deferred until Thursday January 10th's legislative meeting at 
8:30 a.m. 
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There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
              
       W. A. GALLAGHER, Chairman 
 
 
              
       BOB LAKE Vice Chairman 
 
 
              
       KIRK BUSHMAN, Commissioner 
  
 
              
       TRAVIS KAVULLA, Commissioner 
 
 
              

ROGER KOOPMAN, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
Aleisha Solem 
Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
  



Minutes for the week of January 7, 2013 9:30 a.m. 8  
 
At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Thursday, on January 10, 2013, the following members were 
present: 

 
 Bill Gallagher, Chairman 
 Bob Lake, Vice Chairman 
 Kirk Bushman, Commissioner 
 Travis Kavulla, Commissioner 
 Roger Koopman, Commissioner via phone 
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 

Jason Brown, Legal Division 
Bob Decker, Regulatory Division 

 
(14) In the matter of Legislative bills relevant to the PSC mission, statutory authority, 
administrative process, and general agency concerns. 
 
Commissioner Koopman moved to SUPPORT SB 31, SB 45, and SB 106.  Chairman Gallagher 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 
Chairman Gallagher moved to MONITOR SB 52.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Lake moved to MONITOR SB 74.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 
 
Commissioner Koopman moved to MONITOR SJ 6.  Chairman Gallagher seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 
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There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
              
       W. A. GALLAGHER, Chairman 
 
 
              
       BOB LAKE Vice Chairman 
 
 
              
       KIRK BUSHMAN, Commissioner 
  
 
              
       TRAVIS KAVULLA, Commissioner 
 
 
              

ROGER KOOPMAN, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
 
Aleisha Solem 
Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
 


