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At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on February 12, 2013, the following members were 
present: 

 
 Bill Gallagher, Chairman 
 Bob Lake, Vice Chairman 
 Kirk Bushman, Commissioner 
 Travis Kavulla, Commissioner 
 Roger Koopman, Commissioner 
 

APPEARANCE 
Sandra Scherer, Assistant Commission Secretary 

 
(51) In the matter of the approval of Commission Minutes for the week of February 4, 2013. 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to APPROVE the Commission Minutes for the week of February 
4, 2013.  Commissioner Lake seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 
APPEARANCE 

Jason Brown, Legal Division 
 

(52) In the matter of D2012.5.49:  Northwestern Energy 2011-2012 Electricity Supply 
Tracker.   
 
Chairman Gallagher moved to GRANT intervention to Pratt & Whitney Power Systems and 
GRANT in part and deny in part its motion for protective order.  Commissioner Kavulla 
seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 
 

APPEARANCE 
Brenda Elias, Legal Division 
Justin Kraske, Legal Division 

 
(53) In the matter of Mountain Water Company v. PSC:  discuss and obtain direction from 
Commission on the lawsuit filed by Mountain Water Company.   
 
Commissioner Lake DIRECTED staff to draft a notice of repeal of the Commission’s executive 
compensation rule and NEGOTIATE a stay in the pending litigation.  Commissioner Koopman 
seconded the motion, which passed 4 to 1.  Commissioner Kavulla dissenting.   
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 

Jason Brown, Legal Division 
Justin Kraske, Legal Division 

 
(54) In the matter of Legislative Bills relative to the PSC mission, statutory authority, 
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administrative process and general agency concerns.   
 
Commissioner Lake moved to MONITOR SB 276, sending a letter with staff recommendations.  
Commissioner Gallagher seconded the motion.   
 
Commissioner Lake WITHDREW the motion.   
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to OPPOSE the bill as written unless staff amendments are 
incorporated, and DIRECTING staff to bring a written communication to the committee to the 
Thursday, February 14, 2013 Legislative Work Session.  Commissioner Lake seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
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There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
              
       W. A. GALLAGHER, Chairman 
 
 
              
       BOB LAKE Vice Chairman 
 
 
              
       KIRK BUSHMAN, Commissioner 
  
 
              
       TRAVIS KAVULLA, Commissioner 
 
 
              

ROGER KOOPMAN, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
Sandra Scherer 
Assistant Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
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At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on February 14, 2013, the following members were 
present: 

 
 Bill Gallagher, Chairman 
 Bob Lake, Vice Chairman 
 Kirk Bushman, Commissioner 
 Travis Kavulla, Commissioner 
 Roger Koopman, Commissioner via phone 
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 

Jason Brown, Legal Division 
Justin Kraske, Legal Division 

 
(55) In the matter of Legislative Bills relative to the PSC mission, statutory authority, 
administrative process and general agency concerns. 
 
Commissioner Lake moved to SUPPORT SB 293.  Chairman Gallagher seconded the motion, 
which passed unanimously. 
 
Regarding SB 276, Commissioner Kavulla moved to ADD the following sentence to the first 
part of the letter, "Although we fully appreciate the sponsors' legitimate concerns in bringing 
forth this legislation, the Public Service Commission voted unanimously to oppose SB 276 as 
written" and MOVE the second paragraph to the bottom of the letter.  Commissioner Koopman 
seconded the motion, which passed 4 to 1.  Chairman Gallagher dissenting. 
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There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
              
       W. A. GALLAGHER, Chairman 
 
 
              
       BOB LAKE Vice Chairman 
 
 
              
       KIRK BUSHMAN, Commissioner 
  
 
              
       TRAVIS KAVULLA, Commissioner 
 
 
              

ROGER KOOPMAN, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
Aleisha Solem 
Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
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At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on February 15, 2013, the following members were 
present: 

 
 Bill Gallagher, Chairman 
 Bob Lake, Vice Chairman 
 Kirk Bushman, Commissioner 
 Travis Kavulla, Commissioner via phone 
 Roger Koopman, Commissioner 
 

APPEARANCE 
Kate Whitney, Administrator, Regulatory Division 

Gary Duncan, Regulatory Division 
Jason Brown, Legal Division 
Justin Kraske, Legal Division 

 
(56) In the matter of Legislative Bills relative to the PSC mission, statutory authority, 
administrative process and general agency concerns. 
 
Commissioner Lake moved to MONITOR SB 307.  Commissioner Bushman seconded the 
motion, which passed 4 to 1.  Commissioner Kavulla dissenting. 
 
Commissioner Koopman moved to SUPPORT SB 308.  Commissioner Lake seconded the 
motion, which passed unanimously. 
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There being no further business to come before the Commission the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
              
       W. A. GALLAGHER, Chairman 
 
 
              
       BOB LAKE Vice Chairman 
 
 
              
       KIRK BUSHMAN, Commissioner 
  
 
              
       TRAVIS KAVULLA, Commissioner 
 
 
              

ROGER KOOPMAN, Commissioner 
  

ATTEST: 
 
 
Aleisha Solem 
Commission Secretary 
 
(SEAL) 
 


