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At the meeting of the Public Service Commission of the State of Montana held at the 
Commission's Offices in Helena, Montana, on December 13, 2016 the following members were 
present: 
 Brad Johnson, Chairman 
 Travis Kavulla, Vice Chairman 
 Kirk Bushman, Commissioner       (via phone) 
 Roger Koopman, Commissioner 
 Bob Lake, Commissioner                
 

APPEARANCE 
Sandy Scherer, Administrative Assistant 

 
(191) In the matter of the approval of Commission Minutes for the week of December 5, 2016. 
 
Commissioner Lake moved to APPROVE the Commission Minutes for the week of December 5, 
2016.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, which passed unanimously. 

 
APPEARANCE 

Tina Shorten, Consumer Assistance Division 
 

(192) In the matter of N2016.11.86:  In the matter of Lifeline Program Tariff Changes. 
 
Commissioner Kavulla moved to APPROVE the tariffs for Qwest Corporation d/b/a 
CenturyLink QC and CenturyTel of Montana d/b/a CenturyLink as submitted.  Commissioner 
Lake seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   

 
APPEARANCE 

Mandi Hinman, Administrator, Centralized Services Division 
 

(193) In the matter of out of state travel.  
 
Commissioner Koopman moved to APPROVE the out of state travel of Mandi Hinman to 
Denver, CO to attend the Government Finance Officers Association Annual Conference May 21-
24, 2017.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.   
 

APPEARANCE 
Will Rosquist, Administrator, Regulatory Division 

 
(194) In the matter of out of state travel.  
 
Commissioner Lake moved to APPROVE the out of state travel of Elizabeth Torske to attend the 
National Association of Corrosion Engineers (NACE) Cathodic Protection 1 Class (Pipeline 
Corrosion Control) February 6-10, 2017.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, which 
passed unanimously. 
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APPEARANCE 
Joel Tierney, Regulatory Division 
Jeremiah Langston, Legal Division 

 
(195) In the matter of D2013.9.71:  IN THE MATTER OF the Complaint of Shoshone 
Condominium Hotel Owners Association v. Abaco Energy Services, LLC.  
 
Commissioner Koopman moved to STRIKE ABACO’s late filed exhibit; FIND Shoshone has 
standing to file this Complaint; FIND that ABACO is a public utility; REQUIRE ABACO to 
provide the Commission all of its contracts by January 31, 2017, and to FILE with the 
Commission information sufficient to meet the minimum rate case filing standards by April 28, 
2017.  Commissioner Kavulla seconded the motion, which passed 3-1.  Commissioner Bushman 
dissenting, Commissioner Lake abstaining. 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




